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         Note: Meetings are held the first TUESDAY of the month at the Western Pacific Brewery Restaurant (formerly The Depot) at 3:30 p.m. You are always welcome.    
President’s Corner
     I’ve been sending many e-mails lately in regard to the state budget and the March 4th “Start the Day for Students” activity. With additional cuts and RIFs to deal with soon, it’s even more obvious that our current educational system is in dire financial trouble.
     We need to get the message out to the public about just how much our local schools are being affected by these cuts. Things have to change in Sacramento, and that only takes place when the public is well-informed and up in arms. 

     I urge each of you to take part on March 4th by wearing black, wearing the buttons that I put in your boxes, and handing out factual flyers for a half hour before school.  We’ll be standing on the sidewalks at each site from 7:15 to 7:45 a.m.
     In addition, we all need to pass the word, pass the word, and pass the word!

“Sanchez Calls for Statewide Actions on March 4th”
Excerpt from Feb. 2010 issue of California Educator
     Although the governor promised to protect public education funding in his State of the State address earlier this month, his budget would actually cut $2.4 billion from K-12 schools and community colleges, CTA President David A. Sanchez told State Council at its January meeting. “This is on top of the $17 billion in cuts we’ve endured over the last two years.”

     The governor’s proposed budget is just more gimmicks and tricks that involve moving money from one program to another. Still, Sanchez said, it’s not entirely fair to blame the governor when the entire state’s economy is “in the tank,” with the highest unemployment rate since the Great Depression. And so far, the Legislature has refused to show any willingness to raise revenues, deal with our failing tax structure, or require big corporations to pay their fair share of taxes.
     Sanchez urged Council to take the lead in planning activities for “Start the Day for Students” – a statewide day of action on March 4th to support public education. He encouraged Council to promote activities such as staging before-school leafleting and protests, and even coordinating a school disaster drill with an event to demonstrate education funding is “a disaster.”

     Some needed revenues may be obtained by closing corporate tax loopholes and rescinding the $2 billion in tax breaks that were given to big corporations and wealthy oil companies last year.
     “When the state is slashing billions from public education, cutting health care for poor children and raising college fees, corporations and oil companies should not be getting big tax breaks,” said Sanchez. “In these tough economic times, everyone must be paying their fair share.”

     March 4th, Sanchez said, will be “a day for all of us – parents, administrators, school board members, college faculty, education support professionals and teachers – to be united against the state budget cuts that are destroying a generation of students.”

No Teacher of the Month or Friend of Education for February 2010
Tell it to Teacher Talk
      California Educator magazine is now online.  You can access it at www.cta.org
There are timely and helpful articles in this publication; it’s worth checking out.









-Linda Draper

OSTA Newsletter Distribution for 2009-10
     This issue of OSTA’s Teacher Talk newsletter was distributed by e-mail.  If you did not receive it, send me an e-mail (ldraper@ostahome.org) with your name, school, and correct personal e-mail address.  We won’t be using the district ouhsd.org e-mail accounts for OSTA business. Past issues of OSTA’s Teacher Talk may also be viewed at www.ostahome.org
