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Executive Board for 2009-2010

     President: Larry Cobbler (LP)     Vice President: Steve King (O)   
Treasurer: Steve Wolf (O)

     Secretary: Leanna Felardo (O)
Publicity: Linda Draper (LP)  
Research: Shane Walter (LP)   

     Policy: Rodger Townsend (O)
Membership: Mike Caratenuto (O)  Political Action: Lisa Avila (LP)
     Board Rep: Carol Anderson (O) Grievance:  --------    

PHS Site Rep: Scott Martin (PHS)

     OHS Site Rep: Teisha Hase (O)
LP Site Rep: Melody Mayfield (LP)  Ad Sch Rep: Susan Hoopes (OAS) 



      Head Negotiator 10-11: Scott Martin (PHS)
              
       Negotiator 08-10: Nannette Walker (LP)        Negotiator 09-11: Teisha Hase (O)                              
     
       Negotiator 08-10: David Gnesda (LP)            Negotiator 09-11: Steve King (O)       


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

         Note: Meetings are held the first TUESDAY of the month at the Western Pacific Brewery Restaurant (formerly The Depot) at 3:30 p.m. You are always welcome.    
President’s Message
By Larry Cobbler
     Well, another year is quickly coming to a close. We have a number of our colleagues that will be leaving us: Some due to the dastardly non-reelect process, some due to the economic crisis and unfortunate RIF situation, some due to a desire for a change, and some due to the retirement incentive. No matter what the reason for the departure, we will miss all of them. Our students will miss their teachers, advisors, and coaches; the remaining teachers will miss colleagues and friends.

     Our retirees are David Tamori (OHS), Bill Caspers (LPHS), Mike Hering (LPHS), Mary Neely (OHS), Linda Draper (LPHS), Marla Vaughn (LPHS), and Nannette Walker (LPHS).  
     I met David Tamori in 1972 while I was still at Butte College and he was coaching my younger brother in wrestling at OHS. I later coached against him in many cross town rival wrestling matches. It has been a long and good friendship. Bill Caspers and I spent many years working to get the Silver Dollar Fair booth set up for Art and Industrial Technology. I will miss his bagpipes on campus! 
     Mike Hering and I coached football together many years ago. I remember attending a coaching conference in the Bay Area and there was a room problem. The best the hotel could do was give us a king size bed to share. The desk clerk asked if those accommodations would be okay. I remember Mike replying with something like, “Well, how would you like to have to share a bed with this guy?”  It was a classic moment.

     Mary Neely did a fabulous job of filling in as secretary for OSTA when Leanna Felardo was on maternity leave. Linda Draper was my right hand for many years in proofing the OSTA Teacher Talk, and she took it over entirely this year. She was a member of the Crisis Committee at an important juncture for OSTA, and she also served as vice-president and secretary. Marla Vaughn did a tremendous job as the LPHS site rep. Many unit members relied on her support and guidance in contractual issues over the years. Nannette Walker has been a firm negotiator for OSTA for a dozen years or more; we have relied on her note-taking skills on many occasions. She also served for several years as membership chair.
     OSTA will have a tough time replacing these individuals who have given so much to each of us over the years. It will be left to the rest of us to step up and try to fill their shoes. It won’t be easy, but working together we can do it. Each of needs to ask ourselves: Am I so busy that I don’t have any time to devote to protecting my own rights, salary, and benefits? Can I afford to rely on someone else to take care of these things for me? 
     OSTA is going to need people to fill vacant positions; I hope you are willing to step up and follow in the footsteps of so many members who have gone before you. 

     We currently have openings in site representatives at LPHS and OHS, publicity chair, and grievance chair. If you are interested in serving, please contact me.

     Goodbye to all those leaving us, and I hope everyone has a great summer!
Teacher of the Month (May) – Alisha Weliver
By Leanna Felardo

     Alisha Weliver is one of the hardest-working teachers I have had the pleasure to work with. Alisha has assumed the awesome responsibility of teaching an AP class as a second-year teacher, and she has done an outstanding job. 
     Her dedication to students is admirable – she spends virtually every lunch hour with her students, holding AP exam reviews bi-weekly for the last several months, and opening her classroom to students who are in need of a safe, kind place to stay during lunch.

     She tutors students daily outside of school hours, arriving early in the morning and staying late into to the evening to accommodate their schedules. Alisha’s commitment to her students and to her subject matter exemplifies good teaching; as a new teacher, she is an excellent role model. 
     Students feel welcomed, nurtured, and encouraged in her classroom – even if they are not in her classes. She even cooked breakfast for a group of students to motivate them to come to a sunrise review on the day of their AP Exam. Wow!

     I am proud to have the pleasure of serving on a team with Alisha Weliver, and I would like to recognize for the outstanding effort she makes on behalf of her students.
Reminders:
· There is a prescription co-pay grievance. The arbitrator has been assigned, but no date has been set for the actual arbitration. I twill most likely not happen until after the start of the next school year. Please hang on to your receipts!

· Wednesday, June 9 (12:45 – 2:15 p.m.) is the general membership meeting and pizza feed. It’s at Round Table Pizza Parlor in the plaza with Tri Counties Bank. Please try to get there for lunch and the general membership meeting. There will be negotiations updates, plus the 2010-11 Executive Board members and the negotiating team will be introduced.  Hope to see you there!    
OSTA Newsletter Distribution for 2009-10
     This issue of OSTA’s Teacher Talk newsletter was distributed by e-mail.  If you did not receive it, send me an e-mail (ldraper@ostahome.org) with your name, school, and correct personal e-mail address.  We won’t be using the district ouhsd.org e-mail accounts for OSTA business. Past issues of OSTA’s Teacher Talk may also be viewed at www.ostahome.org
